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DIGEST: 

GAO generally does not review complaints 
regarding an agency's decision not to enter 
into a cooperative agreement with the 
complainant. 

The National Firehawk Foundation (Firehawk) complains 
of the refusal of the United States Fire Administration, 
Federal Emergency Management Agency, to enter into a 
cooperative agreement with Firehawk to develop community 
volunteer programs to prevent arson. 

We generally do not review complaints concerning the 
award of cooperative agreements, unless there is some 
showing that the agency is using a cooperative agreement 
where a contract is required, or that a conflict of interest 
exists. Innocept, Inc:, 8-208065, Sept. 13, 1983, 83-2 
C.P.D. ll 317. We limit our review because the awards of 
cooperative agreements are not significantly controlled by 
statutes and regulations having the force and effect of law, 
as are the awards of procurement contracts, and our involve- 
ment therefore would result in interference with the admin- 
istration by executive branch agencies of their financial 
assistance programs. - Id. 

Firehawk's complaint does not come within the limited 
scope of our review of cooperative agreements. The 
complaint therefore is dismissed. 
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